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Through Staples’ charitable initiatives, we distribute resources to nonprofit  
organizations in the communities where our associates and customers live and 
work. The organizations we support help provide educational opportunities and job 
skills for all people, with a special emphasis on disadvantaged youth. We support 
communities through the following channels:

Staples Foundation for Learning®

The mission of Staples Foundation for Learning (SFFL) is to support organizations 
that provide job skills and educational opportunities to all people, with a special 
emphasis on disadvantaged youth. Since its inception in August 2002, the  
foundation has awarded millions of dollars in grants to hundreds of nonprofit  
organizations in communities worldwide. 

Boys & Girls Clubs of America
Staples Foundation for Learning is a national supporter of Boys & Girls Clubs of 
America (BGCA), an organization that provides a positive learning environment  
for youth. SFFL supports Torch Clubs, a character and leadership development  
program for preteens ages 11–13. Youth in this program interact with positive  
adult role models in a safe, secure learning environment where they can grow  
and achieve success in academics and life. Since 2002, Staples has contributed  
millions in monetary and in-kind donations to BGCA.

Spotlight on Ashoka
Ashoka is Staples Foundation for Learning’s first global nonprofit partner. Ashoka 
is a global association of leading social entrepreneurs — individuals with innovative 
and practical ideas for addressing social needs around the world. SFFL supports the 
Youth Venture Program, which empowers youth to act as positive agents for social 
change in their communities by participating in and leading projects that improve 
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their lives, learning and leadership skills and motivate them to be highly engaged 
community members. Through this partnership, SFFL enabled Ashoka to launch 
Youth Venture in countries where Staples operates: Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, 
Canada, France, Germany and Spain.

Spotlight on Initiative for a Competitive Inner City
The Initiative for a Competitive Inner City (ICIC) is a national, not-for-profit  
organization with a mission to spark new thinking about the business potential 
of inner cities, thereby creating jobs and wealth for inner-city residents. Staples 
Foundation for Learning is a national supporter of ICIC’s Inner City 100 program, 
an annual list of the 100 fastest-growing companies in America’s inner cities. The 
list showcases businesses that are thriving all over America, creating jobs, income 
and wealth for inner-city residents. It is the most ambitious project in America 
among those designed to discover and celebrate inner-city entrepreneurship  
and business success.

Spotlight on Earth Force
Staples Foundation for Learning is a national partner of Earth Force. SFFL  
supports the Global Rivers Environmental Education Network and Community 
Action and Problem Solving programs, which help teachers infuse environmental 
problem solving into their classrooms. Through these programs, youth discover 
and implement lasting solutions to environmental issues in their communities 
and develop lifelong habits of active citizenship and environmental stewardship. 
Educators turn to Earth Force for innovative tools to engage young people in  
community problem solving.

Spotlight on Hispanic Heritage Foundation
Hispanic Heritage Foundation celebrates and promotes Hispanic culture, education 
and accomplishment through national and regional programs focusing on putting 
Hispanics in a position from which to lead. SFFL supports the Hispanic Heritage 
Teacher Awards, which identify and promote Hispanic teachers by celebrating their 
accomplishments in the classroom and community.

ReadBoston
Staples partners with ReadBoston, an initiative founded by Boston Mayor  
Thomas M. Menino in 1995 to address low literacy levels among city youth. 
Staples supports Early Words, a program that encourages parents of all back-
grounds to speak to their children, ages 0-3, and develop their literacy skills.
 
Do Something
Staples supports Do Something, a not-for-profit organization focused on  
empowering teens to convert their energy and ideas into positive action. Staples 
and Do Something joined forces to inspire teens across the country to collect 
school supplies at their local Staples® stores for underserved children. Staples  
and Do Something continue working together to harness the power of teens to 
make a difference.

Local Giving 
In addition to Staples Foundation for Learning grants, Staples provides charitable 
donations to 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations engaged in educational and  
youth-focused projects and events. Each year, millions of dollars of products  
and monetary donations are given to these worthy organizations.
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